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of the loquacity and argumentativeness of the younger generation,
a man who never lectured, with whom it was easy to talk and
whom also it was easy to command, he had got on better than
with the average run of the politicians who plagued him. He
definitely liked the man who had signed the Versailles Treaty.
Schleicher redoubled his arguments, but Hindenburg was
obstinate; he wanted Mueller. Meissner was appealed to; his son
was appealed to; finally Groener, to whom he was still sentimen-
tally attached though he had less confidence in him than the
defence minister suspected, was brought in. All agreed with
Schleicher. Groener was especially vehement. Such an appoint-
ment in such circumstances would be fatal from the point of
view of the Reichswehr. He at any rate could no longer be minister,
and more in sorrow than in anger developed what he said was
the army view at length and with great cleverness, for at any
moment he might be interrupted with a parade-ground rasp that
the only duty of the army was to obey orders. Hard pressed and
considerably annoyed, the old marshal yielded—two at least of
the protagonists he never forgave—and prepared firmly to make
unanswerable objections to any of the obvious candidates. But
here Schleicher's genuine talent for diplomacy stood him in good
stead. With due diffidence he pointed out that all the very obvious
candidates were already discredited; besides, one could hardly
expect Mueller to make way for one of his colleagues after the
fiasco of the coalition's end; a new man, a good man was necessary.
He asked the President to consider the claims of Bruening.
Heinrich Bruening, doctor of economics, was then just forty-
six. Born of a middle-class family in Munster, he was a delicate,
shy, but brilliant boy who won laudation from teachers and
professors. But although laudation came generously he was tem-
peramentally mistrustful of himself, and from sheer nervousness
of leaving the warm, carefree life of the university for the cold
responsibilities of life outside it took so long a time to choose
a career that the war surprised him while he was completing his
thesis for his doctorate in Bonn. He volunteered at once, but was
rejected, finished his thesis, and took a brilliant economics degree,
refused an offer to remain and teach, and volunteered again. This

